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 Analysis of the Daniel Lyons Crime Scene — Part II. 
Scenes D, E and F 

 
Both Lyons’ body and this part of the crime scene show bloodstains overlapping bloodstains.  It 
was difficult to impossible to apply a timeline that would put in context many of the stains on 
the body, the bedspread, the pillow at the base of the bed, and the carpet bloodstains that were 
beside and under the final body position of Lyons.  A blood-shedding Lyons contacted a pillow 
at the base of the bed as well as the bedspread on the bed.  The pillow was moved several times 
during the commission of the homicide and after. Evidence of manipulation of the body pre– 
and postmortem will be presented in part III.  

 

Figure 12.  Scenes D, E, F and G.   The crime scene in front of the sliding glass doors of the bedroom.  The body 
has been removed revealing the bloodstains that were around and under the body.  A.  Image DSC 0378 as taken 
(without labels). Arrow:  Large bloodstain of scene F.  B. The route of Lyons taken from the first part of the crime 
scene (dashed green line) as shown by the blood drips from the abdominal wound.  White arrows indicate fecal 
deposits.  Shotgun discharges hit the right edge of the door (shot 5).  Shot 6 from the shotgun hit the center of the 
right panel of the door.  The scene criminalists did not remove the glass pile to determine the pattern, if any, of the 
bloodstains beneath nor did they determine if any bloodstains were associated with the glass debris. 
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Shot 5, 12 gauge shotgun - scene D (Fig. 13).  The first shot in scene D, the start of the second 
volley of shots, was from the shotgun. The estimated positions of the victim and assailants are 
shown in Fig. 13A.  
 
After the shotgun discharge into Daniel Lyons right side (scene B) he was moving in an erratic 
manner, mostly on his hands and knees in the northwest corner of the bedroom.  The assailants, 
thinking he would quickly collapse and die, were startled when Lyons got up and moved 
between the curtain and the sliding glass door. Wet blood was on his hand when Lyons touched 
the aluminum door frame as well as some blood dripped from this hand (Fig. 13D). Some blood 
droplets also hit the door frame and jam (white arrows, Fig 13D, left). Curiously, the blood on 
one of Lyons fingers was thick and wet enough to cause a spatter (Fig13D, right) when the 
contact was made. Lyons then moved to his right when the shotgun assailant fired.  The curtain 
had returned to its original position by this time. The shotgun pellet mass missed Lyons (except 
for one pellet hitting his upper left leg - Fig. 13 B), hit the curtain (Fig. 13C) and the west 
sliding glass door (Fig. 13D). The shotgun pellet wound was described in the autopsy report as 
“Other Trauma” (Bates 867).  The entrance wound was not identified.  The shotgun pellets hit 
the glass in the door and the door frame (Figs. 12B and 13D). The tempered glass fragmented 
leaving a pile of glass shards at the base of the door (Fig. 12).  No measurements were made by 
the on-scene criminalists of the pellet hit on the aluminum door frame.  The lower part of the 
door handle is approximately 30 inches (based on a measurement of a similar door at Meixa 
Tech) from the floor and the hit was centered approximately half the distance from the floor to 
the bottom of the handle.  
 
About this time the .38 revolver assailant moved west in the dark tripping on the suitcase that 
was between the ottoman and the north wall cabinet and moving the suitcase over bloodstains 
(Fig. 8C - suitcase in found position; Figs.11B and 11C—the bloodstains that were beneath the 
suitcase).   
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Figure 13.  Scene D, Shot 5.  12 gauge shotgun.  A.  Lyons was shifting to his right when the shotgun shooter fired.  
It appears likely that the .38 shooter had tripped over the suitcase prior to this shot, shifting the suitcase over 
bloodstains.  It also appears that just prior to the scene shown in A, Lyons was between the curtain and the west 
sliding glass door, leaving some blood spatter on the door frame.  B. The lone pellet strike through Lyons’ left leg. 
The wound entrance was not identified in the autopsy report, but it is likely the wound on the right .  C. The curtain 
with evidence of a hit by shotgun pellets. Arrows: tissue debris, likely from Lyons’ right hand from the second 
shotgun blast of scene D (see below).   D. The shotgun pellet strike on the door frame at about 15 inches from the 
floor (Fig. 12B).  The blood spatter was deposited before the pellet strike. The reason for putting this event prior to 
the shotgun firing at this location, is the bloodstain on the door frame was deposited prior to a pellet strike (right 
enlarged inset showing a pellet strike occurred after the blood depositing, at arrow head ).  Arrows point to other 
blood spatter deposited at the same time.   
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Shot 6, 12 gauge shotgun - scene D (Figs. 14 and 15).  Lyons rapidly rotated clockwise, 
perhaps as a result of the previous shotgun blast. His right arm was projecting out from his body 
when the shotgun assailant fired his last shot (Fig. 14A).  The main body of the shot hit the 
right palm and thumb base removing that tissue (Fig.  14B).  This is “Gunshot Wound No. 4” in 
the autopsy report (Bates 869). The dorsum aspect of Lyons hand was also hit injecting 
numerous satellite pellets (Fig. 14C) into the hand.  The X-ray of the right hand shows the 
shotgun pellets (Fig. 14D).  When compared with the entrance wound for the pellets, it is 
apparent the pellets traveled proximately.   
 
This final shotgun discharge hit the drape panel (Fig. 15A).  The drape strike was a fairly wide 
pellet spread (i.e., the shotgun muzzle was probably greater than 5 feet from the panel) (Fig. 
15B).  Blood and tissue debris can be seen on the panel (outlined in Fig. 15B). Tissue debris 
from this strike on the victim's hand can also be found elsewhere on the curtains (Fig. 13D). 
 
Following Lyons right hand being severely injured by these shotgun pellets, he stumbled 
toward the sliding glass door, touching the drape panel and transferring blood from his right 
hand to that panel (Fig. 15A, at arrows).  Lyons also inserted his injured hand between the 
drape panels and transferring blood to a centrally located aluminum door frame (Fig. 15C). 
Lyons’ hand went down smearing a portion of that newly deposited bloodstain.  
 
The two shots from the shotgun for this scene reconstruction might be reversed in this 
sequence, which would account for bloodstains noted in Fig. 13D as occurring quickly after the 
stain shown in Fig. 15C.  However, this alternative scenario is more awkward than the one 
presented here.  
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Figure 14.  Scene D, shot 6. 12 gauge shotgun.  The second shotgun discharge for this scene.  The right hand of 
Daniel Lyons was severely injured by this shotgun blast.  A. Scene diagram showing the position of the victim and 
the assailants when assailant 2 fired the final shot from his shotgun.   B.  A  portion of the palm and base of the 
thumb was removed by the main body of the pellets.  The direction of the shot is indicated by the arrow.  C. The 
dorsal aspect of the right hand showing multiple hits by satellite pellets.  D. X-ray of the right hand taken at 
autopsy.  The arrow indicates the direction of pellet travel within the hand.  
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Figure 15. Scene D, shot 6. 12 gauge shotgun.  A. The shotgun pellets hit Lyons in the hand (see Fig. 14) and the 
drape panel as shown.  White arrows: blood transfer from Lyons severely injured hand. Red arrow: number of 
large blood drips of blood from the hand wound  B. Close-up image of the shotgun pellet damage to the curtain 
panel.  The spread of the pellets indicate the muzzle was much greater than three feet from the panel.  The area 
enclosed by the white border is blood spatter, likely from Daniel Lyons’ right hand which was hit by the blast.  The 
blood spatter associated with the pellet defect on the curtain which indicates it was this shotgun blast that removed 
part of Lyons’ right hand. C. Blood on the door frame from Lyons coming into contact with this surface after his 
hand was injured by the shotgun pellets. Lyons also came into contact with the curtain with his injured hand (A at 
white arrows). 
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Shots 7 and 8  .38 caliber revolver - scene E (Fig. 16).  It is apparent from the events following 
the last shotgun discharge that the shotgun was out of ammunition.  It is also apparent the 5-
shot .38 revolver had 3 more unfired cartridges at the final shotgun discharge.  After contact 
with the glass door, Lyons stepped away from the door and rotated counter clockwise and 
perhaps slightly ducked (Fig. 16A).  Assailant 1, the .38 revolver shooter, discharge two rounds 
at Lyons and missed (Fig. 16A).  The bullets hit the narrow wall partition between the south 
side of the sliding glass door and built-in cabinets (Fig. 16B).  The trajectory rod inserted into 
the upper bullet hole (Fig. 16B) suggests the shooter was standing approximately at the position 
shown in Fig. 16A, although he might have been closer to the victim.  The height of the two 
bullet strikes on the wall panel (Fig. 16C) supports the reconstruction that Lyons was standing 
when these shots were fired. 
 
Shot 9  .38 caliber revolver - scene E (Fig. 17).  The final shot from the .38 revolver hit Lyons 
on the left side of his head (Figs. 17A and B).  The bullet disintegrated within Lyons’ head and 
a small fragment exited just to the right of midline in the back of the head (Fig. 17C).  Although  
this bullet would be ultimately fatal, it did not cause immediate collapse.  Remarkably, after 
nine shots fired by the two assailants, Lyons was still ambulatory.  
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Figure 16.  Scene E, shots 7 & 8 - 2 .38 caliber.   A. The positions of the victim and the shooters for shots 7 and 8 
of the .38 caliber firearm are shown in the diagram.  The dashed arrow indicates the trajectory of the ricochet of 
bullet 8. B. The two bullet strikes (at arrow heads) of the drywall panel between the cabinet and the south side of 
the sliding glass window.  C.  Measurements of the elevation for the two bullets strikes. D. Bullet fragment under 
the bedside table which was observed plaster was associated (Bates 4672).  This bullet is likely to be from the 
lower strike on the bull nose corner bead of the wall (at lower arrowhead  in B). The rest of the bullet was not 
found and might have been removed from the scene by the assailants. 

Figure 17.  Scene E, shot 9 .38 caliber.   A. A diagram of this shooting by assailant 1.  This was the final cartridge 
in his .38 revolver. B. The entrance (at arrow) wound for the .38 caliber bullet in the back of Lyons head, behind 
his left pinna.  C. A small portion of the bullet exited at the location shown (at arrow) from the skull after 
fragmenting within Lyons head.   
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Physical Attack, Scene F. (Figs. 18  to 25).  After nine shots with a .38 caliber revolver and 12 
gauge shotgun, Daniel Lyons was still active, although the shotgun wound to his right side 
would eventually cause his death as well as the bullet through his brain. What followed the 
gunfire was a physical attack by an assailant on Daniel Lyons.   
 
The area of scene F involves the bed and the carpet at the northwest corner of the bed as well as 
the pillow (Fig. 19A). Lyons had momentarily fallen face up on the bed. The bloodstains 
attributed to Lyons active bleeding areas on the bed are identified in Fig.19B. An assailant 
approached the bed and kicked or pushed the pillow (Fig. 18A) west so that when Lyons was 
pulled off onto the floor, his bleeding right hand wound heavily stained the bedspread at the 
foot of the bed (Figs. 19C1 and 19C2) and the pillow (Figs. 19D1 and 19D2).  A simulation of 
Lyons’ approximate body position is presented in Fig. 20.  The large carpet bloodstain (arrow in 
Fig. 12A) is from the extruded mesenteric tissue which was bleeding from the main mass of 
tissue.  The blood streaks (Fig. 21B) represent a reflection of the irregularities of the extruded 
tissue mass (Fig. 21D).  There were two different contacts by the mesenteric tissue with the 
carpet (Fig 21B).    
 
After this time, Lyons sat up or got up again.  It was about this time he was attacked with a 
hatchet-like weapon that created the two blunt force injuries to his head (Figs. 22 and 23). 
These were described by Dr. Anthony as blunt force injuries (Bates 936 and 867). Dr. Anthony 
reaffirmed his opinion that these were blunt force wounds (Bates 4748). The injuries show 
features which exclude these being a “trough or bullet track” (Bates 4730) created by .38 
caliber bullets hypothesized by criminalist Ullemeyer (Bates 4730 and 4731).  
 
Dr. Anthony in the Daniel Lyons’ autopsy notes that the laceration on the right occiput (Fig. 22)
is “...2 x 1/4 inch deep laceration of the scalp with prominent tissue bridging…”.  This means 
that tissue was pressed in rather than abraded as hypothesized by a passing bullet (Bates 4730 
and 4731).  A close examination of the wound supports this observation.  Enlargement of image 
DSC 0058 shows depression of the scalp at either end of the defect (Figs. 22C and 22D), a 
feature a bullet would not create.   
 
The second head laceration was described by Dr. Anthony as, “Low on the central occiput is an 
obliquely orientated, 2 1/2 x 1/4-inch deep laceration of the scalp.  This laceration has 
prominent tissue bridging and hemorrhage within the depths of the wound.” (Bates 867). 
Considering the length of this wound and similarity to the other head wound, this wound has 
the same origin.  However, the one end of the wound (Fig. 23C) shows apparent penetration 
rather than depression of the scalp; the other end (Fig 23D) is similar to right occiput wound 
ends.  The 1/2 inch greater length also suggests either a slightly deeper penetration into the 
scalp or a slight forward or backward force when the blow was inflicted. It would appear that 
whatever object created these defects, it was blunt and perhaps with a somewhat rounded blade, 
such as a roofing ax. At one end of the lesion the weapon left a tool mark (Fig. 23E). 
 
There are two objects in the crime scene which needed to be examined more closely for a 
possible involvement with the two blunt force lesions in Lyons head.  Part of the bed frame at 
the base of the bed has an exposed bar (Fig. 24A) which could have acted as the source of the 
lacerations.  Magnification of that bar (Fig. 24B) shows no associated blood even though the 
fabric above the bar had been heavily soaked with blood.  When Daniel Lyons body was found, 
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his head was resting on a rail of the sliding glass door (Figs. 25A).  It left an impression with no 
scalp penetration (Figs. 25A and 25B, the linear impression below the two lacerations) on 
Lyons’ head, somewhat similar in dimensions to the two lacerations examined in Figs. 22 and 
23.  Enlargement of the rail (Fig. 24D) shows no blood association. There are also physical 
restraints for the rail being the cause of the two head lacerations in that the head would have to 
fit in the space between the window/door frame and the rail, which it cannot.  The bed bar and 
the sliding glass door rail are not the source of the laceration injuries to Lyons’ head. The lack 
of profuse bleeding from the head wound suggests the blunt force injuries were inflicted near 
the time when Lyons apparently exsanguinated (Dr. Anthony notes “There is a paucity of free 
blood present upon incision of the great vessels of the heart.” - Bates 869 )  
 
One of the assailants had a small, blunt hatchet-like object which he used to strike Lyons on the 
head.  Two blows were delivered with either Lyons or the assailant changing positions between 
the blows. Lyons likely rolled from the sitting position, with his back on the foot of the bed, to 
the carpet.  It is unlikely that at this stage of the homicide that Lyons put up much of a defense 
to these blows.  The lack of skull fracturing suggests the hatchet wielder had little physical 
strength or awkwardly delivered the blows. 
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Figure 18.  Scene F.  A. Part of the undisturbed crime scene as apparently found by the on-scene criminalists.  The 
pillow was moved a number of times during the homicide.  The pillow was originally 90 degrees counter clockwise 
to this position when Lyons reached this part of the crime scene after the final shot to him.  B. Image from later 
processing of the scene with the pillow removed.  The bloodstaining on the bedspread, which was covered by the 
pillow (see A) at the northwest corner of the bed, was likely from Lyons’ injured hand.  
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Figure 19.  Scene F.   A. The area outline in blue was where the victim collapsed face up on the bed which was 
followed by an attack by an assailant with a hatchet-like weapon on the victim.  B1, B2 & B3.  A fabric cord on the 
edge of the bedspread and the matching pillows.  Cording picked up blood and transferred to Lyons’ right cheek,  
lower back and left back leg.   C1 & C2.  The northwest edge of the bedspread that was heavily soak with blood.   
D1 & D2.  The pillow that played a part in this scene reconstruction, rotated 90 degrees to the position where it 
received a soaking of blood from the injured right hand (see Fig. 20). 



PART II - 13                                                                                                  

 

Figure 20.  Scene F. Simulation of the position of Lyons when the bloodstains near the bedspread corner (Fig. 
19C), the pillow (Fig 19D) and the carpet (Fig. 12A, arrow) were heavily bloodstained. 
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Figure 21.  Scene F.  A. Bloodstain on the carpet caused by the extruded mesenteric tissue .  B. White arrows 
show the direction of the bloodstain application was the result of two carpet contacts with the mesenteric tissue.  
Red arrows show that after deposition of the bloodstain, The side of Lyons’ body was shifted over this bloodstain 
from a southwest facing to nearly west.  C. Image take at the Medical Examiner’s facility showing the mesenteric 
tissue in contact with the autopsy table.  D. The multiple contact points of the bleeding mesenteric tissue on the 
autopsy table show that it can create a streaked pattern when dragged over the carpet. 
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Figure 22.  Scene F.  Laceration of the on the right occiput of Daniel Lyons’ head.  A. The back of Daniel Lyons 
head showing the two lacerations.  B. Another image of the laceration indicated by arrow in A.  This image offered 
enough resolution to enable some enlargement of the ends of the laceration.  C.  Enlargement of the distal most 
part of the laceration from B showing depression of the scalp (at arrowhead). The force necessary to accomplish 
this feature of the injury would be into the scalp, as with a blow to the head.  D. Enlargement of the proximal part 
of the wound from B showing depression of the scalp (at arrowhead). The force necessary to accomplish this 
feature of the injury would be into the scalp, as with a blow to the head.  
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Figure 23.  Scene F. The obliquely oriented laceration at the back of the head (low central occiput of Daniel 
Lyons’ head).  A. The back of Daniel Lyons head showing the lacerations.  B. Another image of the oblique 
laceration indicated in A.  This image offered enough resolution to enable enlargement of the ends of the 
laceration.  C.  Enlargement of the right part of the laceration from B showing the weapon blade had inserted into 
the scalp. The force necessary to accomplish this feature of the injury would be into the scalp, as with a blow to the 
head.  D. Enlargement of the left part of the wound from B showing depression of the scalp. The force necessary to 
accomplish this feature of the injury would be into the scalp, as with a blow to the head. This part of the injury has 
a tool mark.  E. Tool mark in the scalp defined by dashed line on right.   
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Figure 24. Scene F.  Examination of two objects at the crime scene as to their possible involvement in the two 
lacerations to the back of Daniel Lyons head. A. Image showing the foot of the bed.  B. Enlargement of the bar 
(arrow head) at the base of the bed. There is no blood or tissue debris apparent on the bar.   C. Image showing the 
rails of the sliding glass door.  The distance from the rails to the door surface was too small to cause the 
lacerations on the back of Lyons’ head.  D. Enlargement of the rail area showing no blood or other tissue.  A 
sliding glass door rail could not have inflicted the two lacerations to Lyons’ head. 
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Figure 25. Scene F. A. Side view of Lyons’ head on the sliding glass door rail. B. Image of Daniel Lyons’ body 
rotated/pulled off of the sliding glass door rail showing the impression left by that rail.  C. Enlargement of the area 
of interest indicated in A. Red arrows from the head and back point to the bloodstains on the carpet caused by 
these wounds.  The white arrow points from the head depression to the rail that caused that impression. D. An 
image (enlarged) showing the features of the scalp depression.  


