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Analysis of the Daniel Lyons Crime Scene – Part III 
Scenes G and H (Figs. 26  - 47) 

 
This part of the examination of the Daniel Lyons’ crime scene will cover the bloodstains on the 
pillow, carpet at the northwest corner of the bed and Lyons’ body.  These bloodstains occurred 
before, during and after the blunt force trauma to Lyons’ head.  
 
Bloodstains/Spatter of Scene G. (Figs. 26-34 ). The body of Daniel Lyons and the scene (Fig. 
26) immediately around him have many different bloodstains deposited at different times 
during scenes F and G.  The carpet bloodstains, with the body removed are shown in Fig. 27B.  
Each stain is identified as to origin (Fig. 27B, numbers 1 through 16).  Although I include the 
two blunt force injuries to Lyons head in scene F, a number of the bloodstains examined with 
scene F analysis could have occurred at this time.  A physical struggle had occurred between 
one or both assailants and the victim.  Many of the bloodstains on the carpet and the body are 
transfer stains which depend on the previously deposited blood described on the carpet, pillow 
and bedspread in scene F.  But, establishing an order of deposition of each from those transfer 
deposits of blood on the body and carpet from the carpet and pillow/bedspread to where the 
body was found (Fig. 26), is difficult and for some stains, impossible. The following is not in 
order of occurrence. 
 
1. The crime scene images of the body and head of Daniel Lyons did not adequately image his 
left side.  However, one crime scene image did obliquely capture a stain on Lyons’ left cheek 
(Figs. 28A and 28B).  This bloodstain was imaged more fully in the medical examiners office 
prior to autopsy (Fig. 28C).  A close-up of the stain (Fig. 28D) indicates it was deposited from a 
blood-soaked braided edged of the pillow (Fig. 19B2) or bedspread (Fig. 19B3).  The 
orientation and amount of blood transferred suggests Lyons’ head was pressed against the side 
of the pillow or bed. 
 
2.  Other transfers of blood likely from the pillow or bedspread cording occurred on the small of 
Lyons’ back (Fig. 29A at 1, 2 and 3) and just above his buttocks (Fig. 29A at 4). In addition, it 
appears that blood-soaked cording transferred blood to the back of the upper left leg (Fig. 29B) 
which documents after deposition Lyons stood up since blood flow from this stain is toward his 
feet (Fig. 29B, as indicated by arrow). There is another bloodstain on Lyons’ right leg which 
also shows Lyons was on his feet during this scene or during scene F (Fig. 35D). 
 
3. At one point, Lyons was face up with his legs fully on the pillow which was lying flat on the 
floor.  It appears the pillow is a high thread count silk or silk-like fabric so that the previously 
deposited blood when transferred to the back of Lyons’ legs was quite even (Fig. 30B).  An 
outline of a corner of the pillow was noted in the scene (Figs. 31A and 31B, 27B at 1). This 
light transfer stain came from a surface with only a thin coating of blood, likely a transfer of a 
transfer.  
 
4. At another point, Lyons was on his right side over bloodstain 2 and 3 (Fig. 27B).  This is 
documented by a blood transfer from the carpet to Lyons’ right side (Fig. 32). Not only was 
Lyons on his right side, he also partly rotated his lower body causing a change of nap transfer 
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direction (Fig. 32). 
 
5. A blood transfer to Lyons’ chest occurred (Fig. 33A).  Daniel Lyons was facedown and blood 
transferred from the carpet bloodstain (Fig. 27B, at 2 and 3).  A part of the chest bloodstain 
transfer is reflective of the carpet nap pattern (Fig. 33B).  The directions of the smear 
applications (Fig. 33A, red arrows) indicate that Lyons’ body was moved (direction uncertain, 
but likely north (double headed arrow in Fig. 33A)), rotated approximately 90 degrees and 
moved a short distance (lower smear, Fig. 33A, lower red arrow).    
 
6. The final position of the head was on the sliding glass door rail (Fig. 26A). Figure 26B is a 
diagram of the body in relation to the other objects in the room. An image of Lyons’ head lifted 
off the rail (Fig. 25A) shows bloodstains deposited by the head lacerations on the carpet. 
Relating the head and back wound to the carpet bloodstain (Fig. 26B) indicates the right occiput 
+ oblique occiput lacerations have three deposits on the carpet.  Lyons’ head was shifted to his 
left three times from an initial position close to the final body position. This represents 
additional evidence of the manipulation of the body, likely premortum (see below).  
 
7. Pillow 2 (Fig. 26B) was noted to have a small transfer as well as spatter (Fig. 34). A very 
light transfer was observed on the carpet near pillow 2. 
 
 
Continued page 10 
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Figure 26.  The final position of Daniel Lyons.  A. Image taken early in the processing of the crime scene.   B.  
Diagram of Lyons bedroom.  Because of the lack of measurements taken by the scene criminalists, the positions 
and sizes of the furniture and other items are estimated.  
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Figure 27.   Carpet bloodstain origins.  A. The original image.  The boxed area is enlarged in B.  B. The 
bloodstains of the carpet in scenes F and G.  The numbers refer to stain origin. Some parts of this scene were 
discussed earlier. 

1. Transfer bloodstain which shows the outline of a pillow border (Fig. 31). 
2. Bloodstain deposited by direct carpet contact with Lyons’ extruded mesenteric abdominal tissue (Fig. 

22) 
3. Bloodstain deposited by Lyons’ abdominal wound and transfer source for other stains (Fig. 22). 
4. Blood transferred from the body to the carpet when the body was rolled over on left side (?) See 13. 
5. Bloodstain from right hand at the final position of the body. 
6. Foot transfer stains 
7. Clotted blood apparently transferred from the large blood clot (8) to this location by a foot. 
8. Large bloodstain/clot formed from the mesenteric wound at the final body position 
9. Bloodstain that was directly under the mesenteric tissue at the final body position. 
10. Smeared stains from the back of Lyons created when the body was moved.   
11. Drip bloodstains created when Lyons was ambulatory.  
12. Bloodstain from the right hand when Lyons was on his stomach and head orientated southwest (see 

Fig.26). 
13. Transfer bloodstain created when the criminalists rotated Lyons’ body on left side. 
14. Bloodstains from the right occiput and occiput lacerations (Fig. 22). 
15. Bloodstain from the perforating bullet wound exit on left upper back. The body was moved to its left 

which elongated the bloodstain (Fig. 7B). 
16. Large blood drips likely from Lyons’ right hand just after injury. 
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Figure 28.   Bloodstain transfer on the left side of the face of Daniel Lyons.  A. Image taken at the crime scene 
documenting the bloodstain that occurred at the crime scene.  B. Enlargement of the area of interest from the 
image in A.  C. Autopsy image showing the left side of Daniel Lyons’ face with the transfer stain.  D. Enlargement 
of the area of interest from the image in C.  The lack of a scale placed in association with the transfer makes it 
difficult to determine the source of this blood transfer, but the features suggest it was from the braiding on the edge 
of a pillow or the bedspread (see Fig. 19).  1: Part of stain indicating it was transferred from an object that had 
such a border. 2: the part of the transfer directly from braiding that had a heavy accumulation of blood.  3: The 
transfer was wet enough that the blood flowed to the back of the head after this transfer occurred. 
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Figure 29.  A. Transfer bloodstains from the cording on the bedspread or pillow margins.  There were four 
transfer locations on this part of Lyons’ body.  There were multiple overlapping transfers at 4.  B. Another transfer 
which might be from a blood-soaked cording on the rear left leg .  This transfer does not have as distinctive pattern 
seen in A which was could have been due to a large accumulation of blood on the cording prior to the transfer.  
The close association of this bloodstain with the smooth transfer from the pillow surface (see Fig. 31) supports this 
origin.  After this transfer, Lyons stood up causing the blood from this stain to flow down the leg as indicated by 
the arrow.  C. Pattern 4 from A rotated 90 degrees and compared to a cording section from the pillow.  D. image 
from lateral aspect of the right leg at the knee that shows another transfer from the cording of a pillow or the 
bedspread. 
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Figure 30.   A. The area  magnified in B.  B.  A smooth layer of transfer blood on the underside of Lyons’ legs 
indicate his legs were on the blood-soaked pillow (see Fig. 19C).   

Figure 31.  Transfer outline of blood smear on the carpet of a corner of the pillow.  A. The location blood smear in 
the crime scene. This is 1 in Fig. 27B. B. Enlargement the smear with a dashed line indicating the pillow outline 
(see Fig. 19D1).  
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Figure 32.  Change of direction of the nap of the carpet transfer to the right side of Lyons.  Lyons was on his side 
over a previously deposited bloodstain.  He apparently rolled more on his side while flexing his thighs toward his 
abdomen 

Figure 33.   Analysis of Lyons’ chest transfer.  A.  The region on the chest indicates a smeared transfer bloodstain 
with an indication as to the source (boxed - not smeared area) in the center of the smear.  Double red arrow 
indicates direction of smear on chest is uncertain, but likely into the smear below.  Single red arrow indicates the 
direction of the lower smear. B. The chest transfer bloodstain showing a linear pattern reflective of the nap of the 
carpet.   
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Figure 34.  Blood transfer and some spattered blood on pillow 2  (also see Fig. 26B at 1).  A small amount of 
blood transfer (at 2) was to the nearby carpet. There is also a small amount of blood drips. 
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8. On Lyons’ left lateral thigh to buttocks are several patterned bloodstains (Fig. 35).  The 
lateral left buttocks (Fig. 35B-1) has a two fine filamentous bloodstain which appeared to have 
a flow toward the feet.  This flow occurred when Lyons was standing.  Lyons went from 
standing to his back which caused these blood flows to develop branches and flow toward the 
floor. 
 
9. There is a series of stains on the left lateral thigh distal to the one just described (Fig. 35B-2) 
One these stains might have been a transfer from one of the assailants’ pants (Fig. 35C - 
“TRANSFER FROM UNKNOWN OBJECT”).  The transferring fabric could have had a fairly 
coarse weave and the fabric from which the transfer occurred was soaked with blood. The 
contact of this fabric could have been to Lyons’ bleeding extruded mesenteric tissue.  Lyons’ 
lower front legs are relatively free of blood and appear to have been wiped.  The right leg has 
obvious wiping up to the thigh (e.g., Fig. 35C, top). 
 
10. The transfer from the unknown object overlies a transfer from the carpet.  Lyons had rolled 
over at least partially to his right over a blood-soaked portion of the carpet.  The transfer from 
the unknown object occurred over the carpet transfer and Lyons was on his back. In the lower 
part of Fig. 35C, the blood stream shifted direction toward his feet indicating he was vertical 
following this transfer.  One other bloodstains indicates that Lyons was at least briefly standing 
(Fig. 29B) at this scene. 
 
11. Additional interesting bloodstain features of Lyons’ legs are shown in Fig. 36.  Figure 36B 
shows a series of transfer stains to Lyons right medial calf in which the top of the transferring 
object had a triangular pattern. Below that pattern the design shows curves.  Multiple 
overlapping impressions make it difficult to discern a pattern without comparison with the item 
the that caused the impression.   
 
12. On the left medial calf, the blood pattern is quite different from the right (Fig. 36C).  In Fig. 
36C-1 a thick blood patch can be seen above the ankle.  The origin is uncertain.  Most of the 
medial calf has a number of blood streams (Fig. 36-2).  These series of blood traces are almost 
perpendicular to the long axis of the leg.  The direction of flow is uncertain.  It appears that the 
lower front leg surface had been wiped clean.  The smooth blood deposited on the calf, which 
was previously described as coming from the blood-soak pillow, these blood flows appear to hit 
and for the most part do not overlap (except one which appears to disperse in the smooth blood 
deposit). 
 
13. The lateral aspect of the left leg (Fig. 36D) shows yet another series of stains unlike any of 
the other stains. The proximal part of the lateral left leg (Fig. 36D-1) shows a series of stains 
barely discernable. This area of the leg appears to have been wiped.  At the area shown in Fig. 
36D-2, a blood flow perpendicular to the long axis of the leg was similar to the pattern seen on 
the tight medial calf (Fig. 36C-2).  But here the carpet nap pattern has overlaid the blood flows.  
Finally, the transfer stain seen in Fig. 36D-3 is likely from the same transfer source as the stains 
on left medial calf (Fig. 36B).  
 
By far the most interesting transfer bloodstains of the legs are shown in Fig. 36B. A mix of 
triangular/patterned bloodstains, some over lapping, are found on the right lateral calf.  A 
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similar triangular patterned transfer is found on the left lateral calf (Fig. 36D-3). These 
distinctive blood patterns have no source at the crime scene.  It appears one of the assailants 
was wearing boots with a relief design in leather which became contaminated with blood and 
part of this design was transferred to Lyons’ leg.   
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Figure 35.  Bloodstains of the lateral aspect of the right thigh.  A. Body at the crime scene.  Boxed area is 
enlarged in B..  B. An enlargement of the right lateral leg from A showing two stains. 1: Blood of uncertain origin 
moved down Lyons’ leg while he was standing . He then was on his back causing the blood to flow obliquely 
toward the floor. This is the only image showing these stains.  2: a series of bloodstains examined  in C.  C.  
Starting from the top of the image:  “SMEARED/WIPED BLOOD” -  This could have been caused by one of the 
assailants sitting on the legs of the victim. “BLOOD FROM LATER MANIPULATION OF THE BODY” - See next 
section. “TRANSFER FROM UNKNOWN OBJECT” - This transfer could have come from an assailants’ clothing 
that had been previously soak with the victims’ blood. “TRANSFER FROM CARPET.” The carpet nap transfer is 
under the unknown object transfer.  
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Figure 36.  Bloodstains of the legs. A. Image from the crime scene showing bloodstain of the left medial calf.  B. 
Image take at autopsy of the blood pattern on the left medial calf.  This matrix pattern has no corresponding 
surface in the crime scene and is likely a transfer from one of the assailants. See text. C. Bloodstain patterns from 
the medial right calf.   1: A transfer, source unknown.  2: Blood flow from right leg shin to the calf or visa versa.  
The shin appears to have been wiped of blood.  The calf body show part of the transfer (smooth bloodstain) from 
the pillow as noted previously.  D. The left lateral leg calf region.  1: faint transfer stains that appear to have been 
partly rubbed off. 2: Similar flow stains as see in C-2, but these made contact with the carpet (the nap pattern can 
be seen).  3: A similar triangular blood pattern that was observed on the outer left leg (see B).   
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Pre– and Post Mortem Manipulation of the Body– Scene H (Figs. 37 -  41)    
 
The physical struggle between Daniel Lyons and his assailants stopped when Lyons passed out, 
likely due to loss of blood from his right hand and abdomen wounds.  It was at this time that the 
assailants position his body as it was found by the police.  But the manipulation of his body did 
not stop with Lyons’ final position in the scene.  A cloth was placed over the abdomen to his 
thighs and was tucked in between Lyons’ legs.  Lyons still bleeding right hand was placed on 
top of the cloth in several positions, soaking it.  The final position of the hand and most 
bleeding was on the right thigh.  The cloth was removed. The bloodstain pattern on Lyons’ 
body of the location of where the cloth was, is shown in Fig. 37B.  There are a variety of 
bloodstain patterns on the body that were associated with the bloodied cloth ranging a heavy 
coating of blood over the mid right thigh (Figs. 37A and 37C), to sparse (Fig. 37D).  For the 
latter, the cloth was close to the skin with blood applied but not nearly the quantity as was to the 
mid right thigh. Some of the blood penetrated the cloth and left a pattern on the skin reflective 
of the cloth’s weave direction or small folds of the cloth. 
 
This hypothesis is unprecedented and requires experimental support. 
 
A mannequin was draped with a pillowcase (Fig. 38A) and a double-knit shirt (Fig. 38B).  
Simulated blood* was poured over the cloths as shown in Fig. 38.  The simulated blood was 
allowed to dry and the patterns of the dried simulated blood imaged and compared to the 
patterns found on the body of Lyons (Fig. 37A).   
 
There are two deficiencies in using a mannequin for this experiment.  The first is, of course, the 
mannequin has plastic for skin and second is a mannequin does not have body hair.  Body hair 
has the potential to slightly elevate an overlying cloth allowing more blood accumulation 
between the cloth and skin that would not been seen with the mannequin.  Despite these issues, 
the simulation was supportive of the hypothesis of the blood-soaked cloth over the body.  In the 
pillowcase simulation (Fig.38A), the cloth was not smoothed over the mannequin when the 
simulated blood was poured over the cloth.  This was an attempt to simulated the heavy 
bloodstain over the right thigh (Figs. 39A and 39B).  The drying of the simulated blood on the 
cloth over the mannequin was to simulate coagulated blood.  The dried simulated blood (Fig. 
39C) mimics features of the dried blood on Lyons’ mid right thigh (Figs. 29A and 39B).   
 
There is another bloodstain on Lyons’ right thigh which had a different appearance than the rest 
of the stain (Figs. 40A and 40B).  It is believe that in this area the cloth was in closer contact 
with Lyons’ skin.  This was simulated on the mannequin with the cloth placed on its left thigh 
(Fig. 37B).  The dried simulated blood deposit is shown in Fig. 40D. In this case, the dried 
deposit reflects the direction of the weave of the fabric.  Although the dried simulated blood 
does not have quite the appearance of the area on Lyons’ thigh, it is close enough to be 
consistent.   

* The simulated blood was found on the website, http:/www.halloweenforum.com/party-ideas-experiences-
recipes/85121-forensic-investigations/.  “Fake Blood Recipe 8” was selected due to this simulated blood when 
dried appears similar to real dried blood.  The simulated blood used was superior to commercially available, 
“Simulated Transfer Blood” (Wards 37-5311). 
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On the right side of Lyons’ body are blood streams (red arrows, Fig. 41A).  These go from the 
anterior surface of the body where the cloth was in contact with the body to the floor.  Small 
blood spots can be observed on the carpet where some of these blood streams reached the carpet 
(Fig. 41B).  These streams were simulated on the mannequin (Fig. 41C).  
 
The assailants placed a cloth over the dying Daniel Lyons and then placed his right bleeding 
hand on the cloth and repositioned the hand several times in order to achieve a blood soaking of 
the cloth.  The right hand was finally placed on Lyons’ right thigh which received the heaviest 
amount of blood.  Upon removal of the cloth, the right hand end up in the position found.  
Addition bleeding from the hand occurred at its final position in the crime scene (Fig. 27B at 5).  
 



PART III - 16                                                                7/1/2011 

 

Figure 37.  Evidence of a blood-soaked cloth placed over the midsection of Daniel Lyons.  A. Crime scene image 
DSC 0362.   B. Same image with dashed line overlay which outlines the contact of the cloth with the body.   C. 
View of the right side of the body while at the Medical Examiner’s facility. D. Enlargement from C showing and 
area where the bloodied cloth was in close contact with the skin. An indication of the weave or small folds in the 
cloth can be seen reflected by a linearity of the bloodstains in some areas. The amount of blood applied to the cloth 
was less than the blood applied to the cloth at mid right thigh. 



PART III - 17                                                                7/1/2011 

 

Figure 38.  A. Mannequin with a pillowcase over midsection that was soaked with simulated blood.  B. Mannequin 
with a double-knit cloth over the right thigh. The cloth was pressed onto the “skin” (plastic) of the mannequin and 
the simulated blood poured onto the cloth. 
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Figure 39.  A. Autopsy image showing the heavy blood accumulation on the left thigh.  B. Magnified image of that 
blood accumulation.  C.  Simulated blood accumulation on the thigh of a mannequin .   
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Figure 40.  Simulation of close contact cloth on the body.  A. Autopsy image of the right side of Lyons’ body 
showing an area of the right thigh with a pattern different from the heavy bloodstain of the rest of the thigh.  B. 
Close up of the blood pattern of interest.  C. Mannequin with the cloths removed showing on its right thigh a 
similar pattern in simulated blood.  D. Close up of the simulated blood pattern of interest.   
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Figure 41. Blood streams from the cloth covering Lyons’ midsection to the floor.  A. Autopsy image showing the 
border of contact “cloth edge” and the bloodstreams indicated by the red arrows.  B. Five of the bloodstreams 
made contact with the carpet as shown by the arrows.  C. Mannequin that had the simulation of the cloth over the 
abdomen/upper thigh region (Fig. 38A) shows similar simulated blood streams to the “floor” (grass in the 
simulation). 
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Premise Search After the Homicides (Figs. 42 - 44) 
 

It is apparent by the activity of the assailants following the homicide Daniel Lyons that they 
were in no hurry to vacate the crime scene.  The evidence shows that a cloth was put over the 
body of Lyons and purposely bloodied.  The cloth was removed and taken with the assailants.  
Did one of the assailants want a souvenir of the homicide in the form of the bloodied cloth?  
While the one assailant was focused on Lyons’ body what was the other one doing?  Evidence 
indicates the other assailant (or later both?) searched the bedroom and perhaps the house. The 
assailants were careful not to make their activities known in this regard. There are two pieces of 
evidence to indicate that Lyons’ bedroom had been search. 
 
The large bloodstain in the northwest corner of the bedroom has scrape mark in its southeast 
part that appears to have been made by the left bottom drawer facing or the back of the same 
drawer (Figs. 4C, 4D, 4E, 10E and 10F) .  The bottom left drawer of the north cabinet was 
opened, disengaged from its hardware and placed in the wet bloodstain.  The drawer was 
returned to the cabinet after it was moved toward the cabinet a short distance in the bloodstain.  
The drawer engaged the bloodstain creating the scrape as indicated in Figs. 4D and 4E when it 
was returned to the cabinet. 
 
The shotgun pellet hit to the carpet in front of the north built-in cabinet generated a substantial 
amount of dust from the exit hole in the carpet (see Part I, page 10) which contaminated the 
entire bedroom with dust.  The north cabinet, the left bank of drawers received the most dust 
accumulation (Fig. 42A at 1 and 3). Whereas the cabinet drawer edges on the southwest cabinet 
show much less dust deposition (Fig. 42 B). The distribution of the dust on the drawer edges 
allows for a reconstruction of the non uniform projection of the dust from the carpet exit hole 
(Fig. 42C).  The distribution of the dust indicates this exit was quite energetic.  The bottom 
drawer horizontal edge had little deposition of dust (Fig. 42A at 5), but a heavy dust layer was 
projected onto the left vertical edge (Fig. 42A at 6). 
 
Prior to the fecal deposits on the bloodstain shown in Fig. 4D,  the same heavy bloodstain had 
either a foot or hand forcefully placed on it creating satellite blood spatter on the nearby wall 
and drawer facing on the bottom left west built-in cabinet (Fig. 43A) .  This bottom drawer was 
open to 1 or 2 inches at the time the satellite spatter occurred so that blood droplets were 
deposited on the cabinet frame under the bottom drawer facing (Fig. 43B).   
 
With the drawer removed, a layer of dust can be seen on the plywood base of the cabinet (Fig. 
44A).  A close up of the plywood surface shows two features in the dust (Fig. 44B): An object 
was present until after the dust was deposited and then removed (Fig. 44C). All along the front 
of the plywood base of the cabinet the dust layer was disrupted (Figs. 45A and 45B).  This 
disruption, which is more clearly defined on the left side front of the opening (Fig. 45C1), was 
done by running fingers along the cabinet frame edge.  The hand/fingers appear to have been 
moved from left to right.  During this movement, the fingers were oscillated: inserted further 
into the space, and then slightly withdrawn lifting them off the surface. This behavior is 
diagramed in Fig. 45C2.  Either some retracement occurred or the finger search was twice 
performed.  
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The finger search described above occurred following the homicide of Daniel Lyons. The 
shotgun pellet hit at the base of the west cabinet ejected debris onto the lower left drawer facing 
(Fig. 8B).  The dust also entered in the opening between the drawer and the cabinet frame (e.g., 
Fig. 46B).  
 
The drawer was partially opened allowing the placement of fingers in the gap between the 
bottom of the drawer and the cabinet base.  The goal was to feel for any object hidden in this 
space.  An object was found (Fig. 44C) and the drawer removed to recover the object.  
 
Dust was deposited on the facing of the bottom drawer cabinet frame (Fig. 46B). The dust was 
disrupted by the hand contact along its entire upper part (as indicated in Fig. 46C).  It also 
appears dust was transferred on the facing on the right the dust deposition (Fig. 46C, “DUST 
TRANSPORTED”) 
 
Part of the dust layer on the plywood surface of the left bottom of the west built-in cabinet was 
disrupted by a criminalist providing a scale for the image of the .38 caliber bullet in the cabinet 
(Fig. 47).  
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Figure 42.  Evidence of dust generation due to shotgun blast hit at the base of the north cabinet.  A. Non uniform 
dust deposition on the drawer edges near the pellet hit at the base of the north cabinet.  Drawer 2 showing the non 
uniform distribution of the dust as shown: 1– heavy dust deposition; 2– little dust.  Drawer 3 as in drawer 2: 3– 
heavy dust; 4– light dust.  Drawer 4 (bottom): 5- light dust deposition on edge; 6– heavy dust on the vertical edge. 
B. image of the southwest cabinet.  The dust deposition, although present, it is not as thick as the dust on the north 
cabinets drawer edges, drawers 2 and 3.  C.  Non uniform projection (arrows) of the exit dust from the shotgun 
pellet hit to the carpet.  Notable is the drawers on the east part of the cabinet show no dust on their edges - 
indicating a curtain likely covered this part of the cabinet. 
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Figure 43.  Satellite blood spatter on the cabinet framing of the bottom left drawer of the north built-in cabinet. 
The drawer was partially open at the time of Daniel Lyons’ homicide.  A. Drawer in place showing spatter on the 
left lower corner of the drawer facing at arrow heads.  B. The drawer removed showing spatter (at arrow) from 
the same blood source on the cabinet frame that was on the overlying drawer facing.  
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Figure 44. Evidence the bedroom/house was searched and a burglary committed after the homicides.   A. The 
criminalists removed a drawer in the built-in cabinet to recover a .38 bullet that ended up on the plywood base of 
the cabinet. Image shows the bottom left drawer removed of the north built-in cabinet.  B. Close up of the plywood 
base of the cabinet shows a recent patterned disruption of the dust which covered the cabinet base plywood.  This 
shows that an object was removed from this area as well as evidence that the overlying drawer was partially 
opened and fingers were inserted into the gap and traced along the front of the cabinet, feeling for such an object 
(see Fig. 43).   C.  The removed object had two notches (arrows).  The .38 caliber bullet responsible for the 
removal of the drawer by the criminalists is at center. 
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Figure 45.  Examination of the disruption of the front dust margin of the north built-in cabinet base.  The person 
who performed this search, open the bottom left drawer and inserted his fingers in the opening between the bottom 
of the drawer and the base plywood of the cabinet and disrupted the front of the dust layer with his fingers.  A. the 
image of the north built-in cabinet with the bottom drawer removed showing the dust layer with disruption of that 
dust and the impression of an item that was removed after the dust had been deposited.  B. Enlargement of the 
right  part of the front dust disruption.  The left part of this disruption occurred by a criminalist’s hand (see Fig. 
47).  The right part occurred by an unknown individual.  C1. Enlargement of the left part of the front dust 
disruption area.  C2. Same image as C1, but with a diagram overlay. The fingers were moved to the right.  The 
fingers were also pressed in with the in stroke and lifted with the retraction so the dust does not show in places the 
rightward movement. Either retracement occurred or the search was performed twice.  Arrows indicate the 
directions of movement of the finger/hand when this search operation occurred.   
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Figure 46.  Shotgun pellet-derived dust from the hit at the base of the west cabinet.  A. The lowest left drawer 
facing with the dust on its surface.  B.  Same drawer area as shown in A, but with the drawer removed showing the 
dust on the cabinet frame.  C. Same as B, but labeled.  The area of wiping is indicated. 
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Figure 47.  The dust disruption at the right part of the drawer base by a criminalist.  A.  The criminalist with his/
her hand inserted into the opening and resting on the plywood surface.  B. The area of dust disruption caused by 
the criminalist. 
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Conclusions 
 
The Lyons’ crime scene was divided into eight scenes, A through H.  For scenes A through E, 
each scene leads into the following scene and are demarked by changes in victim position and 
assailant position and/or shots.  Scenes F, G and H are defined by physical interactions of the 
assailants with the victim. There can be overlap between scenes.  Daniel Lyons’ crime scene is 
reconstructed by consideration of all the evidence available to me. New or missed evidence 
might change one or more scene reconstructions as well as perhaps the entire crime scene 
reconstruction.  
 
This reconstruction has maintained constancy with the audio witness accounts.  There were four 
shots in the first volley (scenes A and B) which were two .38 revolver discharges followed by 
two 16 gauge shotgun discharges.  There was an interlude between the first and second volley 
of shots of, by one estimate, five seconds (scene C).  The extent of the bloodstains in the 
northwest part of the crime scene suggests the interlude between volleys was greater; probably 
on the order of 7 to 10 seconds.  The second volley started with two shotgun discharges (scene 
D) followed by three .38 revolver shots (scene E). 
 
There were two assailants in the attack on Daniel Lyons.  The rapidity of the shots by the audio 
accounts and the physical evidence necessitates two assailants. One assailant was carrying a 12 
gauge shotgun and the other a .38 caliber revolver.  It appears that the assailant with the .22 
caliber firearm in the attack on Barbara Scharton shifted to a .38 revolver to attack Lyons.  One 
of the assailants also had a hatchet-like weapon. 
 
Daniel Lyons, who was asleep when Barbara Scharton was attacked was awakened by the gun 
fire and perhaps Barbara screaming.  The sound of the four .22 shots and the shotgun discharge 
in Scharton’s bedroom were not heard by the neighbors.  The naked Lyons got out of his bed 
and moved quickly to the north part of the bedroom. 
 
The attacks on Barbara Scharton and Daniel Lyons occurred in darkness.  The attack in 
darkness prevented the assailants from being able to effectively target Lyons for most of their 
shots.  Lyons appeared to have used the curtains on the north and west walls to obscure his 
body outline, he also was moving quickly and erratically.   However, two of the nine shots fired 
at Lyons hit vital organs (lower abdomen with the 12 gauge shotgun pellets and head with a .38 
caliber bullet), which, while not immediately incapacitating, would both ultimately cause his 
death.   
 
The shotgun wound to Lyons’ abdomen caused mesenteric tissue to be extruded from the 
entrance wound.  Blood was flowing from this tissue.  Lyons’ rapid and erratic movements 
caused drip bloodstains from this source throughout the crime scene.  The shotgun wounding of 
Lyon’ right hand added to the drip blood patterns, especially on the carpet area off the 
northwest corned of the bed. The bleeding from the abdominal wound and later from the right 
hand wound resulted in the majority of the bloodstains and spatter of the crime scene. The 
abdominal wound also caused Lyons to have multiple bowel movements, especially in the 
northwest part of the bedroom. 
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In the crime scene near the bed (scenes F and G), the bed, pillow 1, carpet and Lyons’ body 
have a variety of stains.  Transfer bloodstains to Lyons body were from the carpet, pillow and 
bedspread and assailant.  Lyons was also attacked near the bed with a hatchet-like weapon.  
 
There is no doubt that a physical struggle occurred at the northwest foot of the bed (scenes F 
and G).  The bloodstains indicate that during the struggle, Lyons was in a number of positions 
in this area including standing, face down on the carpet, lying on both sides of his body and 
finally face up on the carpet.  A pillow that was initially at the base of the bed was involved in a 
number of these positions. 
 
Although Dr. Anthony, who conducted the autopsy of Daniel Lyons does not overtly say that 
Lyons bled to death, his notation of  “a paucity of free blood” in “the great vessels of the heart”  
indicates Lyons bled to death.  
 
Lyons’ premortem state, he was lying with his head oriented more southwest than his final 
position in the bedroom.  The assailants moved Lyons’ body to the position found by the police. 
At this point, an assailant placed a cloth over the midsection/upper thighs of Lyons body and 
tucked it into his crotch.  Lyons’ bleeding right hand was placed on the cloth in several 
positions.  As the cloth became soaked with blood, the hand was moved to a new location.  The 
bleeding hand remained a longer time on the right thigh where much of the blood soaked 
through the cloth leaving a heavy bloodstain on the body.  Lyons died in the position where 
police found him.  The assailants took the blood-soaked cloth with them. 
 
While Lyons’ body was being “played” with by one assailant, the other was carefully searching 
the bedroom (and elsewhere?).  Perhaps he was later joined by the second assailant.  He made 
certain that he did not leave any overt indication of the search.  Part of his search was to run his 
fingers along the gap between the open bottom drawers in the built-in cabinets to determine if 
anything was hidden in the space between the bottom of the drawers and the plywood bases. 
The drawer that was removed by the criminalists showed that the assailant had found and 
removed an object. The assailant had removed that drawer, put it in the wet blood deposit that 
was on the carpet and dragged it forward when he returned the drawer to the cabinet. One or 
both assailants recovered all the shotgun shell casings from the two crime scenes.  The 
assailants were no hurry to leave the house and one assailant might have been monitoring the 
police officers standing out in front of the house during the latter part of their occupation of the 
house. 
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